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growth of working institutions, and on the other the growth of 
those which rather exist for study, such as the Christian Social 
Union, he has given inadequate attention to the most modern 
endeavors to bridge this gap, such, for instance, as the University 
and College Settlements, or the efforts to make the personal 
service of educated people effective in leavening the more dan- 
gerous tendencies of aggressive Socialism. These things may 
have been considered outside Mr. Woodworth's scope. But this 
concise history would gain by being interwoven with the threads 
of literary or "practicable" socialism. 

D. H. Macgregor. 
Trinity College, Cambridge. 

The Principles of Moral Science, an Essay by the Rev. Walter 
McDonald, D. D., Prefect of the Dunboyne Establishment, St. 
Patrick's College, Maynooth. Dublin: Browne & Nolan, pp. 
xi, 230. 

This is an attempt on the part of a professed Roman Catholic 
to set forth the fundamental principles of Ethics as seen from 
that standpoint. The attempt is carried out with a good deal of 
acuteness, common-sense, and a refreshing naivete which makes 
it possible for the writer to admit his perplexities frankly. And 
owing to the theological position a curious side-light is thrown 
upon more than one of the deeper problems. Indeed, both the 
interest and weakness of the book seem largely due to an unques- 
tioning acceptance of this position. 

"Good" is taken as "a notion too simple to be capable of defini- 
tion"; "moral good" as applicable to those actions which are 
capable of being directed by intelligent will. Such actions are 
said to be in accordance with "natural law," that is to say, they 
are right and good to perform — and this Tightness holds whatever 
opinion men or Man may or may not entertain. On this point 
Dr. McDonald lays the utmost stress, and this belief in an absolute 
standard seems the pivot of his work, just as it is the mainstay 
of the whole Roman Catholic system. But he goes on to state 
that the natural law is "supported at every point by the divine 
law," and further that no sense can be attached to the word 
"oughf unless we assume the relation of an inferior to a superior 
who gives commands. The relation of this "divine law" to the 
"natural law" is not made clear, and the reader longs to put 
the Socratic question: "Does God command a thing because 
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it is holy; or is it holy because God commands it?" In any 
case Dr. McDonald does not seem afraid of the strange posi- 
tion that while it is possible for an atheist to say, "This is good 
to do," he cannot go on to say, "This is what I ought to do." 
Elsewhere he insists on free-will as justifying the "ought"; 
"ought" implying that the act is good and that the man is free 
to do it. Common-sense would consider this justification 
enough. 

The content of morality is discovered, though in no way de- 
termined, by Intuition. It is through Intuition that we learn, 
for instance, that we ought to obey God because he is our creator, 
that we ought on no account to lie, that punishment should be 
given for certain sins, as a restoration of "order," whether it has 
any further use or not. The mere statement of such dicta is 
sufficient to bring out the startling discrepancy between the in- 
tuitions that different men hold, or believe themselves to hold. 
Whatever the truth about the intuitive method, this discrepancy 
must give us pause, if it does not make us uncomfortable. 

The book contains slight, but so far as they go, shrewd 
criticisms of Mill and Kant. The second half consists of lengthy 
and not very fruitful discussions on the relations of will, motive, 
intention, and act, and the right line of conduct in cases of 
ignorance or doubt. Here the technical jargon of "Probabilisna, 
Eouiprobabilism, and Probabiliorism" make us almost long once 
more for the Utilitarian's "felicific" and "self-regarding" virtues. 

F. Melian Stawell. 
London. 

Methods of Social Advance : Shokt Studdss in Social Prac- 
tice. By Various Authors. Edited by C. S. Loch, B. A. 
London and New York : Macmillan & Co., 1904, pp. 192. 

Professor Loch has collected together a series of short papers 
which served as subjects for discussion at special meetings of the 
Council of the Charity Organization Society. The papers are of 
unequal and not very high merit. They are not careful scientific 
or statistical studies of social conditions or of the effiects of dif- 
ferent attempts to remedy social evils, but are chiefly made up of 
suggestions for improving social conditions which are put for- 
ward rather vaguely. Thus Mr. H. Rider Haggard is most 
anxious to keep people on the land or to bring town people to the 
land. Amongst other suggestions he proposes to board out young 



